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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health 

Committee  of  the  Pontypridd  Urban  District 
Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submi.t,  for  your  consideration,  my  Annual 
Report  on  the  Public  Health  of  the  District  for  the  year  1972,  together 
with  the  following  comments. 

At  the  time  of  writing  this  preface  April  1st  1974  is  fast 
approaching,  bringing  to  an  end  an  era  of  Public  Health. 

It  is  of  some  interest  therefore  to  look  back  fifty  years  (page  28) 
and  appreciate  what  great  changes  have  come  about.  The  Council's  ambulance 
service,  for  instance , consisted  of  one  horse  drawn  vehicle  only.  The 
infant  mortality  was  109.1  per  thousand  births.  There  were  46  deaths 
among  people  of  all  ages  from  influenza.  There  were  no  maternity  hospital 
beds. 

If  the  next  fifty  years  can  bring  improvements  of  a similar  extent 
to  the  last  fifty,  then  we  will  not  have  done  badly. 

There  is  one  subject  on  which  I would  like  to  sound  a note  of  caution 
namely  that  of  'Tuberculosis.  Notifications  (Pages  11,12  & 13)  continue  to 
remain  on  the  same  level,  and  there  is  evidence  that  nationally  the  downward 
course  of  notifications  has  levelled  off,  and  could  even  begin  to  rise.  Many 
young  hospital  doctors  today  have  almost  forgotten  about  tuberculosis,  and 
do  not  have  it  in  the  forefront  of  their  minds,  as  a previous  generation  did. 

It  will  need  a combined  and  well  directed  effort  from  all  health 
personnel  if  this  disease  is  to  be  finally  eradicated. 


D.  W.  FOSTER, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2016  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b28873282 


SUMMARY  OF  GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Population  (Census,  1972 3^»608 

Population  (mid-year  1972)  estimated  by  Registrar  Gen.  3^»390 

Area  (acres) 8,l4l 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  1961 10,416 

Number  of  families  or  separate 
occupiers  (Census,  196l) 


Rateable  Value  (31st  March,  1972) 
Ip  rate  product  for  71/72 


..  10,923 
1,205,176 
..  11,421 


. ^ t 
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SUMMARY  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS  1972 


LIVE  BIRTHS: 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Total 

M 

F 

M 

F 

240 

240 

18 

17 

515 

Rate  per  1,000  population:  15.0  (adjusted  15.6) 
Illegitimate  live  births:  7%  of  total  live  births 


STILL  BIRTHS: 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Total 

M F 

l 6 

M F 

1 

8 

Rate  per  1 ,000  total  live  and  still  births  15 
TOTAL  BIRTHS?  Number  (live  and  still):  523 

TOTAL  DEATHS:  Males  276  - Females  229  Total  505 

Death  rate:  14.7  (adjusted  rate:  14.3) 

INFANT: 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Total 

M F 

4 4 

M F 

8 

Infant  deaths  per  1,000  live  births:  16 

NEO-NATAL: 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Total 

M F 

4 4 

M F 

8 

I 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  births:  16 


EARLY 

NEO-NATAL  : 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Totai 

M F 

3 4 

M F 

7 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  births  14 

PERINATAL: 


Male 

Female 

Total 

4 

11 

15 

Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births:  29 


MATERNAL 

MORTALITY:  Number  of  deaths  NIL 
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VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  DISTRICT 
DURING  1972  AND  PREVIOUS  YEARS 
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GLAMORGAN  (ADMINISTRATIVE  COUNTY)  VITAL  STATISTICS  1972 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH,  1972 


Male  Female  Total 


Enteritis  and  other  diarrheol  diseases 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

Malignant  Neoplasm: 

Larynx 

Oesophagus 

Stomach 

Intestine 

Lung , Bronchus 

Breast 

Uterus 

Prostate 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms 

Leukaemia 

Benign  and  Unspecified  Neoplasms 

D:'  abetes 

Other  Endocrine  Diseases,  Anaemias  etc 

Meningitis 

Other  Diseases  of  Nervous  System 

Active  Rheumatic  Fever 

Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart  Disease 

Hypertensive  Disease . 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease... 

Other  Forms  of  Heart  Disease. 

Cerebrovascular  Disease 

Other  Disease  of  Circulatory  System 

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema 

Cirrhoses  of  Liver 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

Peptic  Ulcer 

Intestinal  Obstruction  and  Hernia 

Other  Diseases  of  Digestive  System 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

Other  Diseases  Genito-Urinary  System 

Congenital  Anomalies 

Birth  Injury,  Difficult  Labour  etc 

Other  causes  of  Perinatal  Mortality 

Symptons  and  Ill-defined  Conditions 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

All  other  Accxdents. ... ............. ....jo. ©••••• 

Suicide  and  Self-inflicted  Injuries 

Mental  Disorders 

Other  diseases  of  Musculo- Skeletal  system. 

All  other  External  Causes 


- 

1 

1 

1 

- 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

4 

5 

8 

13 

4 

6 

10 

14 

1 

15 

- 

7 

7 

- 

2 

2 

3 

- 

3 

15 

7 

22 

1 

- 

1 

2 

1 

3 

4 

1 

5 

2 

4 

6 

1 

- 

1 

7 

2 

9 

1 

- 

1 

3 

4 

7 

5 

6 

11 

69 

65 

134 

16 

14 

30 

41 

41 

82 

15 

5 

20 

2 

1 

3 

10 

14 

24 

26 

3 

29 

1 

- 

1 

3 

2 

5 

- 

1 

1 

2 

- 

2 

— 

4 

4 

2 

- 

2 

1 

4 

5 

2 

1 

3 

1 

3 

4 

1 

- 

1 

1 

3 

4 

2 

2 

4 

5 

8 

13 

4 

1 

5 

- 

1 

1 

1 

3 

4 

1 

— 

1 

276 

229 

505 
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INFANT  DEATHS  DURING  THE  YEAR  1972 


Date 

Sex 

Age 

Cause 

22.1.72 

Female 

3 days 

(a)  Respiratory  Distress  Syndrome. 

(b)  Prematurity. 

23.3.72 

Female 

3 days 

(a)  Excessive  Prematurity. 

(b)  Respiratory  distress  syndrome. 

5.10.72 

Male 

2 days 

(a)  Adiopathic  respiratory  distress 

syndrome. 

(b)  Prematurity. 

7.11.72 

Female 

1 day 

(a)  Respiratory  distress  syndrome. 

(b)  Prematurity. 

10.2.72 

Male 

A days 

(a)  Severe  congenital  heart  disease. 

(b)  Atrial  Septal  Defect. 

28.10.72 

Male 

3 weeks 

(a)  Cardiac  failure. 

(b)  Congenital  heart  disease. 

26.7.72 

Female 

Zb  hours 

(a)  Exomphalos  (Gastrostenosis) 

5.7.72 

Male 

2 hours 

(a)  Extreme  prematurity  (28  wks. 
gestation) 

- 8 - 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 


(other  than  Tuberculosis  during  1972) 


Disease 


Total  cases 
notified 


Total  deaths 


Pneumonia  - 24 

Measles  109 

Whooping  Cough  1 

Scarlet  Fever  11 

Paratyphoid  1 

Encephalitis  1 

Meningitis  4 


PUERPERAL  PYREXIA  REGULATIONS  1939 
There  were  no  cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  reported  during  the  year. 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY 


There  have  been  no  maternal  deaths  in  the  district  since  1957* 

This  gratifying  result  can  be  attributed  to  improved  care  of  mothers 
before,  during  and  after  confinement,  and  reflects  credit  on  the  general 
practitioner,  hospital  and  local  authority  services.  Modern  drugs  to 
combat  infection  have,  of  course,  played  a great  part  in  this  improvement. 

AMBULANCE  FACILITIES 


The  ambulance  service  is  the  responsibility  of  the  Glamorgan 
County  Council,  and  the  depot  serving  the  Pontypridd  area  is  situated 
at  Hawthorn,  near  Pontypridd.  The  telephone  number  is  Pontypridd  3973* 
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Notified  during  1972 
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TUBERCULOSIS  - NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY  DURING  1972 


NEW  CASES 

DEATHS 

Respiratory 

Non-Respira- 

tory 

Total 

Respiratory 

Non-Respira- 

tory 

Total 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M F 

M 

F 

Under  1 year 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1-5  years 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5-15  years 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

15-25  years 

2 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

25-35  years 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

35-45  years 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

45-65  years 

3 

- 

- 

- 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Over  65  years 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

6 

- 

- 

- 

6 

1 

- 

- 

1 

NOTIFICATIONS  OF  TUBERCULOSIS  IN  PONTYPRIDD 
DURING  THE  LAST  10  YEARS 


Year 

Respiratory 

Non-Respiratory 

1963 

10 

1 

1964 

10 

- 

1965 

11 

1 

1966 

17 

1 

1967 

6 

- 

1968 

6 

1 

1969 

8 

- 

1970 

7 

- 

1971 

5 

1972 

6 

- 

11 


' 

■ 

TUBERCULOSIS  1972 


The  following  report  is  kindly  supplied  by  Dr.  P.  Valabhji  in 
respect  of  the  area  covered  by  the  Pontypridd  Chest  Clinic,  consisting 
of,  in  the  main,  the  Rhondda,  Pontypridd  and  Llantrisant  districts 

The  total  number  of  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  diagnosed  in  1972  was 
42.  The  figure  for  1971  was  32  and  1970  4l.  During  the  past  2 years 
there  has  been  an  increase  in  the  incidence  of  tuberculosis  in  the  younger 
age  groups. 


NEW  CASES  OF  TUBERCULOSIS  DIAGNOSED 
IN  1972  IN  AGE  GROUPS 


Age  Groups 

RESPIRATORY 

NON-RESPIRATORY 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

C - 14 

3 

5 

15  24 

7 

- 

- 

- 

25  - 34 

1 

1 

- 

- 

35  - 44 

3 

1 

- 

- 

45  - 54 

4 

- 

- 

- 

55  - 64 

8 

2 

- 

- 

65  + 

7 

- 

- 

- 

TOTAL 

33 

9 

- 

- 
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VACCINATION  WITH  B.C.G. 


Vaccination  of  school  leavers  is  carried  out  by  the  School  Health 
Service,  and  the  following  table  shews  the  work  done  in  this  field  during 
the  year;- 


Number  of  parental  consents  requested 1499 

Number  of  accepted  B.C.G.  vaccination 1140 

Number  of  mantoux  tested 968 

Number  Positive..... 393 

Number  Negative 304 

Number  vaccinated 504 


Of  this  number,  140  shewed  a positive  result  through  previous 
vaccination. 

These  figures  relate  to  children  attending  schools  in  the  Divisional 

area. 


The  vaccination  of  contacts  of  tuberculosis  is  the  responsibility 
of  the  Chest  Clinic. 

CANCER 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  forms)  in  the  Pontypridd  area  recorded  during 
1972  were  as  follows :- 


Males  Females  Total 

43  34  77 

The  above  figures  constituting  a death  rate  of  2.2  per  1,000  popula- 
tion, shew  a decrease  of  3 on  those  of  last  year,  when  the  total  reached 
80.  The  number  of  deaths  from  lung  cancer  during  1972  was  15,  11  less  than 
in  1971. 


INFANT  WELFARE 

Infant  Welfare  Centres  in  Pontypridd  are  administered  by  the  Glamorgan 
County  Council. 

The  following  Clinics  held  weekly  sessions 

Pontypridd. 

Treforest . . 

Rhydyfelin. 

Hopkinstown 

Graig 

Glyncoch. . . 

In  addition,  a fortnightly  session  was  held  at:- 

Pontshonnorton Merthyr  Road  Clinic. 


uMorgan  St.,  Pontypridd. 
•Saron  Chapel  Vestry. 
.Clinic,  Ash  Square 
.Hall,  Foundry  Road. 

.St.  John's  Church  Vestry. 
.Clinic,  Glyncoch. 
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POLIOMYELITIS  VACCINATION 


The  National  Scheme  for  vaccination  against  poliomyelitis  began 
in  1956  under  the  control  of  the  respective  County  Medical  Officers. 

In  my  capacity  as  Divisional  Medical  Officer,  I am  able  to  supply 
the  following  figures  shewing  progress  in  the  Pontypridd  and  Llantrisant 
Health  Division  during  1972:- 


Number  of  children 
who  have  received 
three  doses  of 
oral  vaccine 

Number  of  children 
who  have  received 
a reinforcing  dose 
of  oral  vaccine 

1385 

1225 

- 14  - 


MEALS  ON  WHEELS  SERVICE 


The  Council's  scheme,  which  is  operated  by  the  Health  Department 
began  on  the  1st  March,  1966,  the  Glamorgan  County  Council  sharing 
the  cost. 

Since  November,  1972,  the  meals  have  been  prepared  at  the  South 
Wales  Electricity  Board  Canteen  at  Glyntaff,  Treforest  and  this  has 
proved  a most  satisfactory  arrangement. 


The  following  table  shews  the  demand  on  the.  service  during  1972: 


Month 


Average  number 
of  Meals  per  week 


January. . 
February. 
March. . . . 
April. . . . 

May 

June 

July 

August. . . 
September 
October. . 
November. 


357 

358 
358 
361 
375 
364 
352 
342 
357 
384 
321 


December 


395 


HOUSING 


In  the  post  war  period  2,624  houses  have  been  erected  by  the  Council 
Of  these  houses  79  of  the  temporary  aluminium  bungalows  have  been  demolished* 
Part  of  the  site  has  been  redeveloped  with  62  new  dwellings,  and  arrangements 
are  in  hand  in  respect  of  a further  51  dwellings  on  the  remainder  of  the  site. 

In  addition,  private  enterprise  built  138  new  dwellings  during  the 

year. 


COUNCIL  HOUSES 


Particulars  of  the  dwelling  houses  owned  by  the  Pontypridd  Urban 
District  Council  at  the  end  of  1972  are  set  out  as  follows 


Consolidated  Housing  Scheme 3*217 

Ynys  Terrace * 28 

Taken  over  by  Council 34 


3,279 
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SLUM  CLEARANCE 


No  major  scheme  of  slum  clearance  was  embarked  upon.  The  current 
list  of  sub-standard  properties  (138  in  all)  has  been  substantially 
reduced  by  the  progress  of  the  new  trunk  road  and  the  central  bus 
station  schemes,  as  many  of  the  houses  which  are  affected  by  these 
schemes  were  on  this  list. 


RENT  ACT,  1937 

One  application  was  received  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


The  Milk  and  Dairies  (General)  Regulations  1959 


At  December,  1972,  19  distributors  and  14  dairies  (other  than  dairy 
farms)  were  listed  in  the  authority's  registers. 

Under  Regulation  8 of  the  above  Regulations,  a distributor  is 
required  to  be  registered  only  with  the  local  authority  in  whose  area 
the  premises  from  which  the  milk  is  distributed  are  situated. 


The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations  1963* 


The  following  licences  had  been  granted  at  the  31st  December,  1972 : 


Dealer  - Untreated 3 

Pasteurised 19 

Sterilised 17 

Ultra  Heat 

Treated 17 
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BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION 


The  following  is  a summary  of  examination  carried  out  during 
the  year  1972,  all  samples  being  submitted  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Cardiff* 


Milk 


Number  of  Samples 


Unsatisfactory 


Pasteurised 


3 


ANTIBIOTICS  IN  MILK 


Antibiotics  are  much  used  for  treatment  of  mastitis  in  cows  and 
by  arrangement  with  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  10  samples  of  ex-farm 
milks  were  submitted  for  examination. 

All  samples  were  found  to  be  free  from  antibiotics. 


ICE  CREAM  PREMISES 


At  December  31st,  1972,  there  were  136  registered  ice-cream 
retailers  in  this  town.  Of  these,  3 manufacture  their  own  ice-cream, 
the  majority  preferring  to  purchase  the  ice-cream,  ready  made  in 
hygienic  containers,  and  maintaining  it  at  the  required  temperature 
in  refrigerators  provided  by  the  wholesaler* 

These  premises  are  regularly  inspected  by  the  Food  Inspectors. 


THE  LIQUID  EGG  (PASTEURISATION)  REGULATIONS  1963 


There  are  no  egg  pasteurisation  plants  in  Pontypridd,  and  no 
samples  were  submitted  during  the  year© 
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INSPECTION  OF  MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS 


The  total  number  of  visits  paid  to  markets  and  shops  by  the 
Public  Health  Inspectors  during  1972  for  the  purpose  of  inspection 
of  meat  and  other  foods  was  as  follows:- 


Visits  made  to  premises  under  Public  Health 
(Meat)  Regulations  1924  and  Food  and 
Drugs  Act,  1955 558 


Summary  of  unsound  meat  and  other  foods  surrendered  and  destroyed 
during  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1972:- 


Tons 

Cwts 

Qrs 

lbs 

Meat 

1 

10 

0 

7 

Public  Markets  and  Shops 
(other  foods)  ... 

5 

14 

0 

3 

5 

4 

0 

10 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955 


The  Pontypridd  Council  administers  the  above  Act  in  this  area  and 
the  Authority's  Public  Health  Inspectors  are  appointed  sampling  officers. 
Dr.  L.  E.  Coles,  B.Pharm. ,Phd. ,F.P. S. ,F.R.I.C. , the  County  Analyst, 
was  the  Public  Analyst  appointed  to  act  for  this  district  for  the  period 
under  review. 

In  the  course  of  the  year  1972,  the  samples  (formal  and  informal) 
detailed  overleaf  were  submitted  to  and  reported  upon  by  the  Analyst :- 
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Sample 

Genuine 

Non-Genuine 

Wine  tonic 

1 

0 

Whiskey 

2 

1 

Barcardi 

1 

0 

Beer 

9 

0 

Gin 

2 

0 

Rum 

1 

0 

Vodka 

1 

0 

Almonds 

2 

0 

Apples 

3 

0 

Baking  Powder 

3 

0 

Bread 

0 

1 

Butter 

4 

0 

Cake  Mix 

2 

0 

Cheese,  Cheddar 

2 

0 

Cream 

1 

0 

Curry  Powder 

2 

0 

Drugs 

58 

0 

Flour 

5 

0 

Ice-Cream 

9 

0 

Kipcer  fillets,  canned 

1 

0 

Lard 

3 

0 

Marzipan 

4 

0 

Meat  and  meat  products 

5 

2 

Milk 

36 

0 

Milk,  low  fat  skimmed  powder 

1 

0 

Non-brewed  condiment 

4 

0 

Pears 

1 

0 

Pepper 

3 

0 

Saccharin  tablets 

1 

0 

Soft  drinks 

3 

0 

Suet,  beef,  shredded 

1 

0 

Sausages,  catering 

1 

0 

Sausages,  beef 

3 

1 

Sausages,  pork 

3 

1 

Table  jelly 

3 

0 

Tea 

4 

0 

Tomato  ketchup 

1 

0 

Vinegar,  Malt 

4 

0 

Glass  from  jar  of  pickles 

1 

0 

Margarine 

4 

0 

195 

6 
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The  average  composition  of  milk  samples  for  1972  was  3*8#  milk 
fat  and  8.6 # solids  non-fat,  compared  with  the  standard  laid  down  in 
the  milk  regulations  of  3#  milk  and  8.5#  solids  non-fat. 


The  following  are  details  of  the  unsatisfactory  samples  during  the 
year :- 


P.29 

Formal 

Pork  Sausage 

Contained  only  56.5#  of  meat. 
Deficient  in  meat  to  the 
extent  of  at  least  13# 

P30 

Formal 

Beef  Sausage 

Contained  only  44.5#  of  meat. 
Deficient  in  meat  to  the  extent 
of  at  least  12# 

74P 

Informal 

Slice  of  bread 

Contained  a piece  of  aluminium 
rivet. 

93P 

Informal 

Minced  beef/ 
onion  pie 

Contained  not  more  than  1C$  of 
meat.  Deficient  in  meat. 

116P 

Informal 

Hamburger 

Contained  fragments  of  plastic 
material  between  filling  and 
bread. 

P150 

Formal 

Whiskey 

Contained  not  more  than  62 
degrees  of  proof  spirit. 

In  respect  of  the  deficiencies,  the  following  observations  are  made:- 


P29 

P30 


Warning  letters  were  sent  to  the  manufacturers. 


74P  Court  proceedings. 

93P  Warning  letter. 

116P  Warning  letter. 

P150  In  view  of  the  unusual  circumstances  surrounding  the  alleged 
offence,  and  on  legal  advice,  the  Clerk  of  the  Council  was 
instructed  to  send  a strongly  worded  letter  expressing  the 
Council's  concern  and  warning  that  this  type  of  offence  would 
not  be  tolerated. 


DISPOSAL  OF  CONDEMNED  FOOD 


Consignments  of  food  which  have  been  condemned  by  the  Public  Health 
Inspectors  as  being  unfit  for  human  consumption  are  surrendered,  stained 
where  practicable,  and  despatched  to  the  Council's  refuse  tip. 
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FOOD  HYGIENE  (GENERAL)  REGULATIONS,  1970 


There  are  no  poultry  processing  premises  in  the  district. 

Following  are  details  of  the  food  premises  subject  to  the  above 
Regulations  grouped  in  categories  of  trade  carried  on:- 


Total  No. 
of 

Premises 

No. fitted  to 
comply  with 
Regulation  l8 

No. to  which 
Regulation 
21  applies 

No.  fitted 
to  comply 
with  Regu- 
lation 21 

Butchers 

19 

19 

19 

19 

Bakeries  and  Shops 

11 

11 

3 

3 

Cafes  and  Restaurants 

32 

32 

32 

32 

'Take  away  Meals 

Service" 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Confectioners 

6 

6 

- 

- 

Chemists 

8 

8 

- 

- 

Fried  Fish  and  Chips 

16 

16 

16 

16 

Grocers  and  General 

Provisions 

54 

54 

- 

- 

Supermarkets 

8 

8 

8 

8 

Greengrocers 

11 

11 

3 

3 

Fruiterers 

20 

20 

- 

- 

Cooked  Meat/Food 

Factories 

7 

7 

7 

7 

Wholesale  Confectioner 

s 2 

2 

2 

2 

Wholesale  Butchers 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Wholesale  Grocers 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Fishmongers 

4 

4 

1 

1 

Canteens 

25 

25 

25 

25 

Hospital  Kitchens 

2 

2 

2 

2 

Licensed  Premises  - 

Public  Houses, 

Clubs,  Off-licenses 

55 

55 

48 

48 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


The  following  information  is  submitted  by  Mr.  D.  G.  Gamblin, 
F.I.C.E.,  F.I.W.E.,  Engineer  and  Chief  Executive  of  the  Taf  Fechan 
Water  Board 

The  district  was  supplied  during  the  12  months  under 
review  from  the  Taf  Fechan  source,  supplemented  with  about 
200,000  gallons  per  day  from  local  source  at  Cilfynydd.  Work 
continued  on  the  permanent  restoration  of  Lluest  Wen  reservoir 
and  the  contract  should  be  substantially  completed  by  March, 
1973*  When  Lluest  Wen  reservoir  is  returned  to  service  it  is 
proposed  to  decommission  the  Cilfynydd  source  in  accordance 
with  the  Board's  policy  of  discontinuing  small  local  sources 
when  they  reach  the  end  of  their  economic  life. 

The  following  samples  were  collected  for  analysis  in  the 
Board's  laboratories  on  the  two  supplied  to  Pontypridd. 

(a)  Bacteriological  - 


(b)  Chemical  - 


Raw  water  : 69 

Treated  Water  : 2^5 


Raw  water  : 75 

Treated  water  : 12 


All  samples  of  treated  water  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 
Cilfynydd  Source: 

A heavy  growth  of  the  diatom,  Astrionella,  in  the  raw  water 
reservoir  caused  difficulties  at  one  period  of  the  year.  The  organism 
was  effectively  removed  by  the  filters,  but  caused  a considerable 
reduction  in  output  from  the  works.  It  was  necessary  to  empty  and 
clean  out  the  raw  water  reservoir. 

Taf  Fechan  Supply: 

On  two  occasions  in  1972  the  Board's  trunk  mains  were  damaged 
b y contractors  working  on  the  new  Cardiff -Merthyr  trunk  roado 
The  resulting  disturbances  caused  appreciable  amounts  of  iron  and 
manganese  deposits  to  be  swept  from  the  internal  surfaces  of  the  main. 
The  resulting  discolouration  caused  many  complaints  in  the  Pontypridd 
area  before  all  the  distribution  mains  were  cleared  by  flushing  from 
hydrants. 


Drainage  and  Sewerage 

A complete  water-carriage  system  of  sewerage,  seventeen  miles  in 
length,  controlled  by  the  Ystradyfodwg  and  Pontypridd  Main  Sewerage 
Board,  extends  from  the  Rhondda  area  to  the  outfall  in  the  Bristol 
Channel  to  the  east  of  Cardiff  in  the  Pengam  Moors  area. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 


Summary  of  inspections  and  revisits  in  the  course  of  routine  work 
and  'on  complaint'  during  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1972:- 


Public  Health  Acts:- 

First  Visits 106l 

Revisits 1307 

Housing  Acts:- 

First  Visits 28 

Revisits 62 

Infectious  Diseases 20 

Disinfestation 112 

Factories 49 

Markets  and  Shops 558 

O.S.R.  Revisits 119 

Miscellaneous 1154 

Sewer  Treatment 22 

Inspection  of  drains 28 

Bakehouses 1 

Refuse 30 

Schools 1 

Milkshops 3 

Rodent  Control 34 

Cafes 7 

Public  Houses 9 


¥7605 


Sampling: 


Milk 36 

Other  Foods 79 

Drugs. 76 

Water 52 

Beers  and  Spirits 15 

Ice-cream 7 


Notices: 


Informal 38 

Formal 24 
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PROSECUTIONS  UNDER  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936 


No  prosecutions  were  instituted  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors 
for  non-compliance  with  the  requirements  of  statutory  notices  served 
under  the  Act. 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 


The  Public  Health  Inspectors  paid  49  visits  to  factories  during 
the  year. 

Generally  all  the  factories  were  found  to  be  in  a satisfactory 
condition,  and  in  no  instance  was  it  necessary  to  take  legal  action  for 
the  contravention  of  any  of  the  provisions  of  the  above  Act. 

CREMATORIUM 

The  following  particulars  have  been  supplied  by  the  Clerk  of  the 
Board :- 

Cremations  for  the  year  1971.... 1662 
Cremations  for  the  year  1972.... 1648 

The  cremations  in  1972  show  a decrease  of  14  compared  with  1971 
which  is  attributable  to  the  opening  of  the  Mid-Glamorgan  Crematorium 
and  the  Llwydcoed  Crematorium. 

CARAVAN  SITES  AND  CONTROL  OF  DEVELOPMENT  ACT,  I960 


The  above  Act,  which  came  into  operation  on  29th  August,  I960, 
confers  on  local  authorities  effective  powers  for  controlling 
caravan  sites  by  strengthening  the  powers  of  planning  authorities 
and  introducing  a new  licensing  system. 

The  sites  are  established  in  this  area. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES 


There  are  no  Common  Lodging  Houses  in  the  Urban  area. 
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COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL  OF  REFUSE 


The  collection  of  refuse  and  waste  material  during  1972  amounted  to 
approximately  14,000  tons,  an  average  of  55  tons  per  working  day. 

Disposal  is  effected  by  controlled  tipping  and  covering  down  with 
excavated  material. 


RODENT  CONTROL 

Two  men  are  engaged  full-time  to  deal  with  day-to-day  complaints 
and  with  the  routine  duties  of  rodent  infestation. 

The  following  tables  give  a summary  of  treatment  carried  out  during 
the  year 


Number  of  premises  treated 


Rats 

Mice 

37 

9 

632 

68 

669 

77 

This  Department  also  deals  with  business  premises  on  contract. 

During  the  year  the  sewer  treatment  was  continued,  all  sewer  manholes 
being  treated  in  April/May  and  those  shewing  poison  takes  had  a follow-up 
treatment  in  October/November.  The  main  treatment  indicated  255  or  20.3% 
to  be  infested  and  of  these  25  or  10%  gave  positive  results  during  the 
follow-up  treatment.  The  number  and  percentages  showing  a take  have 
reduced  the  figures  being  485  and  56.7%  in  1969 » 302  and  24.3%  in  1970, 
and  28l  and  22.34%  in  1972. 

Ready  mixed  proprietary  chlorophacinone  poison  was  used  in  accordance 
with  Ministry  recommendations. 

VERMINOUS  PREMISES 

The  method  employed  in  this  locality  for  dealing  with  verminous 
premises  has  been  outlined  in  previous  reports.  The  number  of  premises 
dealt  with  during  the  year  under  review  was  as  follows 

Council  Private  Other 

Premises  Houses  Premises 


Bugs 

17 

11 

- 

Fleas 

2 

7 

- 

Bees  & Wasps 

- 

- 

3 

Ants 

11 

9 

6 

Beetles 

11 

8 

2 

Silver fish 

- 

2 

— 

4l 

37 

11 
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OFFENSIVE  TRADES 


The  following  offensive  trade  is  established  in  the  district :- 


Rag  Storage  and  Sorting 5 


SWIMMING  BATHS  AND  POOL 


Pontypridd  possesses  a municipal  open-air  swimming  bath  and 
paddling  pool  situated  in  the  Ynysangharad  Park.  The  adult  bath 
holds  460,000  gallons  and  the  juvenile  pool  180,000  gallons* 

Water  is  supplied  from  the  town  mains  and  is  treated  by  a 
large  capacity  filtration  and  purification  plant  by  chemical 
precipitation,  filtration,  aeration  and  finally  chlorination  by  a 
break-point  chlorination  plant  with  a chlorine  residual  recorder. 
The  Juvenile  pool  is  connected  to  the  filtration  plant  of  the 
adult  swimming  bath.  The  turnover  period  for  both  pools  is  eight 
hours. 


26  samples  of  bath  water  were  taken  on  13  occasions  for  bacteriolo- 
gical examination  and  all  were  reported  to  be  satisfactory. 

The  standard  of  water  purity  to  be  aimed  at  in  a swimming  bath 
is  equivalent  to  that  for  drinking  water.  It  will  be  appreciated 
that  such  a standard  is  a very  high  one,  particularly  during  periods 
when  very  large  numbers  of  people  make  use  of  the  baths.  It  is 
particularly  gratifying,  therefore,  to  find  that  in  every  case  the 
samples  taken  were  reported  to  be  satisfactory. 


ANIMAL  BOARDING  ESTABLISHMENTS  ACT,  1963 


The  Act  provides  for  a system  of  licensing  and  inspection  by 
local  authorities  of  any  establishments  at  which  a business  of 
providing  accommodation  for  cats  and  dogs  is  carried  on,  and  in 
regard  to  the  adequacy  of  arrangements  for  the  care  of  the  animals 
including  protection  against  fire  and  other  emergencies,  and  the 
prevention  and  control  of  infectious  and  contagious  disease* 

Under  Section  2,  a local  authority  may  authorise  any  of  its 
officers  to  inspect  any  premises  in  respect  of  which  a licence  has 
been  granted  and  this  authority  was  given  to  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  and  the  three  Public  Health  Inspectors* 

There  were  no  registered  premises  in  this  area* 
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FIFTY  YEARS  AGO 


The  infant  mortality  for  Pontypridd  in  1922  was  109.1,  compared  with 
77  for  England  and  Wales  as  a whole. 

The  Council's  ambulance  service  consisted  of  one  horse-drawn  vehicle 
only,  although  there  were  some  motor  vehicles  available  from  the  St.  John's 
organization,. 

The  report  draws  attention  to  the  complete  lack  of  pit-head  baths  in 
the  Fontypridd  collieries,  and  mentions  that  the  provision  of  baths  and  drying 
rooms  for  pit  clothes  would  be  a great  boon. 

90  out  of  94  new  houses  were  Council  built.  This  is  the  first  mention 
in  any  annual  report  of  Municipal  house  building. 
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FACTORY  ACT,  196l 


APPENDIX 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
IN  RESPECT  OF  THE  YEAR  1972 


FOR  THE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  PONTYPRIDD  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  GLAMORGAN 

Part  1 of  the  Act 


Prescribed  particulars  on  the  administration  of  the  Factories, 1972 


Number  on 
Register 

Inspections 

Number  of 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i) 

Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,  2,  3 k 
and  6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

60 

(ii) 

Factories  not 
included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

19k 

109 

(iii) 

Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 
(excluding  out- 
workers' premises) 

2 

- 

- 

- 
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Factories  Act,  1961  (Coni' d ) 


Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found 


Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

Number  of  cases 
in  which 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 

prosecutions 

To  H.M 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

were  instituted 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

(S.1) 

Overcrowding 

(S.2) 

Unreasonable 
temperature 
(S.  3) 

_ , 

Inadequate 
Ventilation 
( S.4) 

. 

__ 

Ineffective 
drainage  of 
floors  ( S.6) 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

(S.7) 

(a)  Insuufficient 

1 

1 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

1 

1 

— 

- 

— 

Other  offences 
against  the  Act 
(not  including 
offences  relating 
to  outwork) 

- 

- 

- 

— ' 

- 

TOTAL 

2 

2 

- 

- 

- 
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